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Everyone was extremely warm
and welcoming
(BHETESDIINCRIFRY)

Ian Lus K

&) I|\R 7R EEEERET / You Tuber

The end of April is a delightful season in Kagawa,
Japan. The surrounding hills are freshly painted

8



in lush spring growth, the days are comfortably

warm and bathed in ample sunshine, and the

surrounding farms and once again green with life.

On April 28th and 29th I was fortunate enough to
find myself taking part in a community flower
planting event on the island of Teshima. Nestled
between the prefectures of Kagawa and Okayama
in the beautiful Seto Sea, this is a seldom
explored area of Japan by both tourists and locals
alike. Despite this, in my five years in Japan
Teshima is among the most enjoyable places that
I have visited. I thoroughly enjoyed every minute
of this engaging experience. First and foremost,
everyone taking part in this event was extremely
warm and welcoming. They brought a great
sense of joy to every activity that we took part in
and embarrassed the full feeling of community
that is found on Teshima. From picking bamboo
shoots on this hillside to preparing a generous
BBQ for 80 hungry visitors, which is four times
the island's population, there was never a dull
moment. Even when I did find myself with a free
minute or two, one could simply relax and soak in
the splendid surrounding scenery. For such a

small island I was surprised at how many

delightful spots there were to explore,
particularly along the seaside with its crystal
On the second day, after the

delicious BBQ), it was time for the main event,

clear waters.

planting the flours. Within hours, through the
use of teamwork, thousands of flowers had been
planted throughout the heart of the island,
bringing the main road to life. With the sun
beating down and their hands caked in soil,
everyone was exhausted by the end of the day,
but it was a labour of love and they had an even
greater feeling of satisfaction. I am very grateful
to have taken part in this event and I hope to

experience Teshima again in the near future.
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